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A team of young men from the Rochester Curling Club in Gates is winning its way into the top tier of the 2008 USA Curling Junior National Championships in Portage, Wisconsin.

The team of Brandon Corbett (19, Penfield), Derek Corbett (16, Penfield), Chris Bond (16, Henrietta), and Kell Orlando (16, Seneca Falls) represent New York State and the northeast region of the US at this competition. Team Corbett is one of 10 teams from across the country battling this week to represent the United States at the upcoming Junior World Curling Championship in Sweden.  The team is coached by Clark Raven of Rochester, NY.

The Corbett rink earned their spot to this national event by way of a northeast regional play-down held in Utica, NY the last week of December 2007.  The top two teams qualified for Nationals. Team Corbett won the second spot behind a team from `Massachusetts. 

The National Championship this week in Portage, Wisconsin began Saturday, February 2 and runs through Saturday, February 9.  A round- robin competition of all 10 teams will determine the top four teams. Those teams will then compete in a play-down to determine the winner and US representative at World competition in Sweden.

As of this news release, Team Corbett is tied for second place in the rankings at 6 wins 2 losses behind favorite Minnesota at 7 wins 1 loss. The Corbett rink competed in Nationals in 2006 after winning the Northeast regional (Grand National Curling Club) championship. They placed 7th in 2006. Since that experience the team has competed regularly in regional and Canadian competitions. The boys practice many times a week refining their athletic skills and game strategy, both critical to success in curling.

RCC president Bill Stringer says, “This team of young men exemplifies all that is good about our sport. Curling is a game of skill, dedication and sportsmanship. Those of us who have watched this young team mature over the past few years have been impressed with their commitment and talent. We are proud to have them represent Rochester in the curling world.”

The US curling audience, along with 200 of Rochester’s curlers, is buzzing about the New York junior men's strong start and upset last weekend over a favored Minnesota team. 

"We'd like to place in the top four," Brandon Corbett said of the team's goal for the competition. "We came in here knowing in our minds who the top four teams were, and we wanted to beat one of them." Corbett's New York squad came into the competition ranked eighth of 10. "We've played a lot of games this year already in Ontario, Canada and the U.S., so we may be better prepared than last time we were here in 2006." 

Brandon Corbett is a graduate of Allendale Columbia and now attends McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario.  Derek Corbett attends Allendale-Columbia, Kell Orlando attends Clifton Springs High School, and Chris Bond attends high school in Rush Henrietta. 

To track Corbett’s progress or learn more, please visit these websites:

Link to National competition: http://www.portagejuniornationals.com/
Link to USA Junior Curling http://www.usacurl.org/usacurl/
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